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The educational program for students of medicine at Yale Uni-
versity at the present time was inaugurated at the beginning of the
academic year I926-27 following the approval and adoption by the
medical faculty of an educational policy, having, among others, the
following outstanding features:
(i) The elimination of the traditional class system which en-
couraged rigidity in plan of study, as well as in progression in sub-
jects for the student;
(2) The elimination of examinations given in course at the
conclusion of a given period which in our opinion discourages the
proper type of study;
(3) The granting of greater freedom to students in arranging
the sequence in which subjects are taken;
(4) The placing of greater responsibility upon the students
for their own education;
(5) Provision to permit students to advance at a rate depen-
dent upon their ability;
(6) An attempt to make courses available to care for a variety
of interests.
A curriculum has been developed around the idea that to attain
a proper knowledge of clinical medicine, one must build on a secure
foundation in Anatomy, Physiology, Physiological Chemistry,
Pharmacology, Bacteriology, Pathology, and Public Health. Ac-
cordingly, an attempt has been made to offer courses so as to present
systematically the fundamentals of these subjects and to allot to
such courses periods so arranged that a maximum number of combi-
nations may be pursued during a given period of the year. Addi-
tional opportunities in these subjects are available for students who
wish to elect work in them. The elective work differs from the
course work in that the plan of study may be developed around an
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individual's interest and requirements rather than by developing a
uniform presentation such as is necessary when groups of students
must be considered.
Upon admission each student is given a personal interview in
order to ascertain his interests as well as the nature and extent of
his training, all of which serve as a basis for suggesting to him a
general plan of study. The plan of study may vary considerablv
with reference to the sequence in which the subjects are taken so that
in any given course the student body may be composed of individuals
who may be in residence their first, second, or third years. Up to
the present time 70 weeks has been the shortest time that any indi-
vidual has spent in satisfying himself that he had covered sufficient
ground to give him proper orientation in the subjects that are usually
called preclinical.
The method of instruction in these courses is a matter determined
by the faculty members responsible for various subjects. Likewise,
the method employed to estimate the progress of students during a
course is so determined. There is, however, no arrangement by
means of which a student may at the end of a given course take a
final examination which will determine whether or not he has passed
that subject. No condition, therefore, exists which permits a
student to gain the idea that he takes courses and completes his work
in these subjects. An opportunity is offered to students to indicate
evidence that they have attained proficiency in the fundamentals of
these foundation subjects and have developed ability to correlate
them, not by the members of the faculty who give instruction in
these subjects but by the members of the faculty representing the
Department of Clinical Medicine who offer a general comprehensive
examination twice during the year. This examination extends over
one week and includes written and oral exercises. The students
who pass it successfully indicate that they are qualified to pursue
the study of clinical medicine and are admitted to the clinics.
Having qualified for the study of clinical medicine students are
admitted to the wards of the hospital where they serve as clinical
clerks for 22 weeks. The duties of a clinical clerk consist in obtain-
ing and writing the history of patients, making and recording the
physical examination, and attempting to reach a diagnosis. This
work is first checked by one ofthe assistant residents and again by the
chief of the service in his usual ward rounds at which time the
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student who worked on the patient presents the history, and there
is a full discussion developed concerning the condition at hand with
reference to its natural history, diagnosis, and treatment, thus per-
mitting the student to come in contact with a complete survey and
discussion of the particular disease state presented. In addition to
this work the student carries out all of the laboratory work that is
required in establishing a diagnosis, as well as in following the course
of the patient in the hospital.
Following the work as clinical clerk, students are assigned to
various services in the dispensary where they are given opportuni-
ties to come in contact with ambulatory patients whom they examine
under the direction of senior instructors; establishing a diagnosis,
and outlining treatment. The minimum time spent in these activi-
ties is I7 weeks. During this period an attempt is made to subordi-
nate the idea of particular fields of medicine to the concept of
singleness of purpose in the study of the natural history, diagnosis,
and treatment of disease. Opportunities for students to come in
contact with activities in the particular fields of clinical medicine-
Internal Medicine, Surgery, Pediatrics, Obstetrics and Gynecology,
and Psychiatry-are available as elective courses to which at least
3I weeks may be allotted.
In addition to the work outlined, there are general clinics held
each day in the week and lectures pertaining to various subjects in
medicine are given at periods when all students who wish to attend
them, and are suitably prepared, are free to do so. As in the case
of the elective work offered in preclinical studies, so also, in the
clinical work, opportunity is available to appeal more particularly
to individuals than to groups of students. When the work outlined
above for clinical medicine has been completed, the general compre-
hensive examination covering the broad field of clinical medicine is
given in order to ascertain in part what grasp the student has ob-
tained of this field of study.
The policy of limiting the number of new matriculants to fifty
a year and of including among the requirements for the degree of
Doctor of Medicine the presentation of a thesis, has been retained.
A feature of the present program deserving particular mention
becapse of the advantage which it affords many students is the divi-
sion of the year into four terms, three of which are of i i weeks
duration and one of 17 weeks duration, designated as fall, winter,
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spring, and summer terms respectively. This arrangement makes
it possible for a student to begin his work in several subjects during
the summer term preceding the fall he would ordinarily enter upon
his studies. Also, it permits students to take much shorter summer
vacations and devote the balance of their time to study and practical
experience. By availing himself of this extra time, it is possible
for a student to have at least 33 consecutive weeks free for elective
work. This time may be utilized in several ways; part of it may
be spent in pursuing elective work here or it may be devoted to work
in other clinics in this country or abroad.
The success of this program must of course depend upon the
enthusiasm with which the faculty attempts to develop it and
whether there are enough individuals among those who desire to
enter the study of medicine who see sufficient advantage in the
methods outlined to be attracted by them.